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Summer Term  - 21st July 2021 

Summer Term Newsletter 2021 
What a journey! 

We have reached the end of July which means it is 

time to reflect on the year that we have just been 

on together.  

  

A year in which we welcomed our Year 7 and 12 

pupils to the Philip Southcote Community, very 

aware that they had suddenly left years 6 or 11 at 

the start of the COVID pandemic in March 2020 and 

with no preparation for transition to Secondary School or 6th Form. Despite all that, we 

are incredibly proud of each and every one of them for their resilience and courage in 

starting a new stage of their education in the way they have done, developing new 

friendships and progressing through their academic work so successfully. 

  

Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 and 14, also faced the huge challenges of school the COVID safe 

way. They all adapted well to learning in Bubbles, moving around school in Bubbles, 

social distancing, lunch in classrooms, zoom lessons, COVID testing and hand sanitising. 

Huge praise to them all for also showing courage and resilience. 

  

We must of course thank you, our families and carers, for all your support, patience and 

understanding as we adapted to a whole new way of school life, especially in 

supporting us  when we had to unfortunately close year groups for isolation. 

  

Thank you also to our incredible staff team who also had to adapt to a new way of 

working, with teachers moving from room to room and LSA’s remaining in the bubble 

rooms with pupils. Thank you to our SLT and the Premises Manager who ensured we had 

followed all the Health and Safety procedures to be COVID safe who worked through 

very lengthy Government documents to develop a way of learning bubble style that 

complied with all the regulations. But, despite all that COVID hit us with, we have still 

had a year of progress and achievement for our young people. 

  

We share with you in this newsletter, some highlights of the Summer Term. We hope 

you enjoy reading and feeling proud of everything our young people have achieved 

in the face of diversity. 

 

We very much look forward to welcoming you all back in September, having had a 

safe and much needed restful summer holiday! 

Contact us on:  

01932 562326 

 

Email us at: 

info@philip-southcote.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Visit our website:  

www.philipsouthcoteschool.co.uk 
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Simply the best way to leave school… Our Year 11 Leavers 

After a very challenging year of bubbles, lessons on zoom, exams, coursework and 

Teacher Assessed Grades, our Year 11 pupils finally made it to their last week in 

school. The COVID guidelines meant that in the space of a week we organised a 

fabulous Prom for them in the grounds of our own school. 

Whether they arrived in their own family car, the school car or a Maserati, Ferrari or 

on a Harley Davidson, they were all greeted in style at the red carpet. They 

then enjoyed mocktails and the opportunity for fun photos in the photo booth in El 

Bosque. Our school hall had been transformed with balloons, lights and table 

confetti - the pupils and the year 11 Tutor Teams sat together to enjoy a lovely meal. 

A disco, bouncy castle and even an ice cream van were all part of the after meal 

entertainment. As you can see from the photos, they all looked wonderful and 

thoroughly enjoyed their very special evening together. 

Many thanks must be made to the SLT, Tom Chambers, Mrs Riches, Miss Kemp, 

Miss Page, Mrs Hughes, amongst others for all their hard work in creating a very 

special event for our young people. 
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Year 11 

Leavers Prom 

2021 
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The final day in Year 11, was a day full of food, memories, sport, fun and tears. 

Thank you to Mr Chambers and Mrs Riches for organising so much food, from bacon 

rolls for breakfast, tea and cake mid morning and a lunch of pizza and garlic bread! 

There was an opportunity to reminisce, sign shirts and read memory books in which 

pupils throughout the school and staff, had written messages of good luck. 

 

A fun pupils vs staff football match took place in the afternoon with some excellent 

teamwork, great defending and a number of wonderful examples of goal scoring 

including goals on the staff team from Miss Broughton and Mr Kay, and an amazing 

header from Mr Chambers with a final score of 5-3 to the staff team. 

 

To all our Year 11 Leavers: Charlie, Kai, Diana, Tiffany, Cole, Jon, Albert, Nathan, 

Natasha, Laura, Vanisha, Kirils, Deen, Sabrina, Lucia, Simon, Talha, Craig, Amy, 

Sadie, Lloyd, Faraz, Leo, Alex, Lexie, Maira, Beckie and Sunny: we wish you all a 

restful summer and we look forward to welcoming many of you back to join our 6th 

Form. We hope to hear progress news from those joining Colleges including 

Woking and Brooklands. 

Year 11 Leavers cont. 
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Saying goodbye… 

The end of the school year sees us saying good bye and good luck to some 

members of our staff team: 

Miss Alex Steer leaves us after 7 years leading the RE department before becoming 

our SENCO. We wish her well as she moves to the West Country. 

Mr Neil Watson leaves us after two years as Lead of PE and also teaching English, 

Humanities and some RE and as well as tutor with 11W. We wish him well in his new 

ventures. 

Mrs Jan Icke has been with us on supply teaching English for the last year and as 

tutor of 8S. We wish her well as she moves to a new school in Bracknell. 

Miss Chakraborty has been with us for the last year and we thank her for her support 

with our pupils in class and for her work in the library. 

Ms Kolpondinou who has been with us on supply for almost two years in main school 

and 6th form. We wish her well. 

 

Staying but changing… 

As part of the exciting new changes as part of the development of Philip Southcote, 

we have a number of staff who are remaining as part of the Southcote Team, but 

changing roles: 

Mr Jerwood, Deputy Head, will become Deputy Head Leading 6th Form 

Mrs Afana will move from teaching expressive arts in main school and 10A tutor, to 

becoming Assistant Head of the two new Southcote Centres 

Mrs Riches will move from being Lead of PSHE and 7R tutor, in main school to being 

the Teacher at the Southcote Centre in Camberley and will also continue to be 

Leader of Community Development for the whole school. 

Miss Broughton will move from being a main school LSA to being an LSA in the 

Southcote Centre in Chertsey, taking on responsibility for ELSA. 

Mrs Sullivan will move from being Senior Admin/ PA to the Head teacher to 6th Form 

Administrator 

 

Saying hello… 

We will introduce our new staff members to you in our next Newsletter.  

We look forward to welcoming them to work with us in the main school, our new 

Southcote Centres in Camberley and Chertsey and in our 6th Form. 
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Nothing Stops Southcote Sports Day! 

We had a fantastic day of fun and sporting activities for our 2021 sports day. In a 

week where we had had flooding and torrential rain, we were blessed with gorgeous 

sunshine for the day. All our young people took part in a variety of challenges 

including throwing, jumping, rolling balls and running. Tasks were differentiated and 

every pupil was able to join in in earning valuable House Points. After a morning of 

activity and even some staff races after lunch, we all 

gathered in our socially distanced year group bubbles to 

hear the announcement of who had won the House Cup. 

Well done to every single pupil who often showed great 

courage to try new challenges and to contribute to great 

teamwork. 

The final results were: 1st Belfast 1594, 2nd Cardiff 1502, 3rd 

Edinburgh 1491, 4th London 1473. 
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Superstar Guide! 

Alice in 9L has achieved one of the top Guiding awards. She has worked hard and 

achieved the Guiding Gold Award. She has a beautiful certificate and her Guiding 

top is covered with badges. We asked her what she had 

to do to achieve this top award:  

I have achieved my Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards at 

Guides. To achieve the Gold Award I had to get 6 

badges.  The badge challenges are 

Learning to cook is one of the life skills that our young people really do enjoy 

developing. Here we have year 7 and 8 pupils learning about healthy food choices, 

cooking breakfast and dinner foods, and some great examples of teamwork in the 

kitchen. 

Food, Food, Food! 

*Know Myself 

*Express Myself 

*Guides be Well 

*Take Action 

*Skills for the Future 

*Have Adventures 
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Go Charlie and the Quinns!! 

We would like to share with you the story of Charlie one of our Year 11 pupils, which 

shows his determination and courage in following his dreams as a Rugby Player. 

Charlie started his Rugby journey 2016/17 where he got told by his Primary School 

that he should join a rugby club because he showed promise. He joined Vandal's 

Rugby Club Weybridge. He worked hard to train and understand what is a complex 

sport. He has had his highs and lows. He nearly gave up 2 years ago because it was 

getting very hard but something clicked and he has since gone from strength to 

strength since. 

He currently trains for the Harlequins Academy and plays for the Weybridge Vandals 

Colts. He trains on Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday and will soon add in training on 

Thursday as well … all with a smile on his face. 

Charlie will be joining Woking College in September and studying Sport, Maths , 

English and ICT. He is currently in the Harlequins Academy.  

His dream is to play for the Harlequins Premiership team and his ultimate goal is to 

play for England. 

He is one of the most determined and committed people we know and we believe 

he will go a long way. 

Watch this space! 

The photos show Charlie in his younger years and now, in his Harlequins Training top 

2021. 
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On 25th June 2021 we said a fond farewell to our Sixth Form Leavers, but not before 

giving them the ‘send-off’ that they truly deserved! 

 

They were treated, as a group, to a selection of activities to celebrate their final 

week in Sixth Form: Companion Cycling in Bushy Park and a picnic lunch, where the 

weather could have been kinder, a game of crazy golf at Mr. Mulligan’s pirate-

themed crazy golf course and a lunch at Woking Peacocks,  Swimming at Hampton 

Outdoor Pool and a picnic lunch at Carlisle Park, when thankfully, the weather was a 

lot kinder! We then came together as a Unit to celebrate the final two days with a 

two course lunch at Silvermere Golf Club, all dressed in our finery and on Friday, 

culminating in an afternoon tea party for anyone in the school to share a cup of tea 

and a slice of cake with our young adults. 

 

We would like to wish all the best to our 2021 Leavers: Nimo, Timi, Lewis, Gracie, 

Richard, Muna, Matthew, Billy, Musa, Joe, Frank, Samuel, Elle-Maree and Roseanne. 

It has been an absolute pleasure to watch you all mature into lovely young adults 

and all the staff would like to wish you all the best in your future education and 

careers. 

Sixth Form Leavers 
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This term, Year 7 had the chance to visit to the Look Out at Bracknell, where the 

pupils were able to walk around and explore, hands on!  

Here’s what some pupils have to say about their day: 

The school trip was very fun, and I enjoyed it. My favourite part of the trip was when 

we were able to go onto the play area. We had so much fun learning about the 

bugs too. - Tilly  

The school trip was exciting, and I had so much fun. I really enjoyed it. I found 

learning about the bugs interesting. The best part was the light room. It was so cool. - 

Bella. 

My favourite part of the trip was when Ronnie was dressed like an ant and we went 

on a bug hunt to find lots of bugs and things – Shannon 

I liked the trip it was fun. I think the best thing was going up the look out tower. -

Ronnie 

I like the water in the play area. I liked the bug hunt outside. - Justin 

I enjoyed the School trip yesterday because it was all about science, and I enjoy 

Science so much - Braydon. 

I enjoyed the trip lots of fun I hope to go again it was lots of fun. - Theo 

Year 7 Science Trip 
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The whole school joined together to take part in a global event organised by mental 

health charity Place2Be. It was an attempt to gain a Guinness World Record for the 

largest simultaneous sing along. Not only were we singing to the Bill Withers song 

‘Lovely Day’, but we were also signing too, as part of the largest simultaneous signed 

song record! 

We were so proud to be part of the successful world record attempts as part of over 

360,000 young people all over the world who joined via Zoom, live streamed from the 

O2 arena singing and signing along with Billy Ocean, YolanDa Brown and Ruti. 

Well done everyone for singing and signing so well! 

A ‘Lovely Day’ Singing 

7T and their Nails! 

All the colours in the Rainbow! 

During our Friday clubs, 7T learnt how to paint their 

nails with nail polish. See if you can spot the hands 

of Tom, our Premises Manager who also joined in 

on the fun! 

We are delighted to share with you news of the 

birth of a daughter, Lottie, to Miss Buss, one of 

our LSA’s, and her partner on 6th July. We wish 

them all well. 

Baby News! 
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TERM DATES 

2021 – 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* School finishes at 1:30 on last day of term 

 
Bank Holiday (School Closed to Pupils) 

Monday 2nd May 2022 

Friday 22nd October 2021 (For Schools only - Queens Jubilee Bank Holiday) 

 
  * Transition Day(s) 

Friday 3rd September 2021 - Only year 7 in school - closed to years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 & 14   

6th September 2021 - Only years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 in school - closed to years 13 & 14  

7th September 2021 – all years back in school 

 
** Inset Days (School Closed to Pupils) 

2nd September 2021   

1st November 2021  

1st April 2022  

21st July 2022  

22nd July 2022  

 
*** School Closed to Pupils 

1st September 2021 – Health and Safety - School Setup 

Autumn Term 

Friday 3 September 2021 (*, **,*** see below) – Thursday 21 October 2021 

Half Term 
Monday 25 October 2021 – Friday 29 October 2021 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021 *(finish 1.30pm) 

Spring Term 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 – Friday 11 February 2022 

Half Term  
Monday 14 February 2022- Friday 18 February 2022 

Monday 21 February 2022 – Thursday 31 March 2022 *(finish 1.30pm) 

Summer Term 

Tuesday 19 April 2022 – Friday 27 May 2022 

Half Term  
Monday 30 May 2022 – Friday 3 June 2022 

Monday 6 June 2022  – Wednesday 20 July 2022 *(finish 1.30pm) 


