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Autumn Term  - 17th December 2021 

What a busy term we have had! 

What an amazing Autumn Term our Southcote 

Community has had!  

 

We have welcomed 3 new Year 7 tutor groups to 

main school, extended our 6th Form pupil numbers 

and welcomed 15 young people to our new 

Southcote Centres. In addition we were joined by 

21 new members of the staff team. 

 

We hope that this newsletter gives a taste of just 

some of the amazing things that have been 

happening this term. 

 

The whole Philip Southcote Community wishes each 

and every one of you, a very safe, peaceful and 

happy Christmas. 

 

We look forward to welcoming pupils back to 

school in January! 

Contact us on:  

01932 562326 

 

Email us at: 

info@philip-southcote.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Visit our website:  

www.philipsouthcoteschool.co.uk 
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6th form were excited to move into their new building at the end of November. 

Attached are the photos of the new Classrooms and the Common Room. There 

have been a number of changes which the students have coped with admirably. 

Our new 6th Form Centre, The Meads 

We were delighted to be able to host three COVID safe Coffee Mornings in 

September, where we welcomed many of our families to our main school, and both 

Southcote Centres, to enjoy coffee, tea and a cake, or two, all in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Charity. 

Our main school event, had a wonderful team of pupils from year 10 who were 

superb in welcoming our guests and serving them with cakes and drinks. Our pupils 

were able to buy cakes to take home at the cake sale in the afternoon. 

Collectively, all three coffee mornings and the cake sale for pupils, raised a record 

£869!! 

Thank you to everyone who donated cakes or was able to attend on the day. 

Cakes! Cakes! Cakes! 
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DPP’s Theatre Trip 

The DPP (Deaf Pupil Provision) was excited to attend an accessible BSL (British Sign 

Language) interpreted performance of the Pantomime at the Yvonne Arnaud 

Theatre in Guildford.  Dick Whittington was the panto this year and the pupils from Y7 

up to Sixth Form, had the pleasure of spending quality time together and also being 

part of the deaf community, sharing the performance with other Deaf peers from 

other schools in the area.  

Natasha who is a student in our Sixth Form was able to link the performance to her 

work in Performing Arts and wrote a beautiful piece about how she understood the 

techniques used in theatre to give the different effects.  She also stated ‘It was great 

to have an interpreter to help me understand the show!’ Natasha also enjoyed 

spending time with her Deaf Peers and said ‘I am so happy to be involved in the DPP 

Some of our Year 11 pupils used their Outdoor 

Learning lessons to design a garden of 

Remembrance in EL Bosque. 

They used a projector to trace the outline of a soldier 

and then recycled some wooden pallets to create 

the figure.  

Thank you to Tom Chambers, our Premises Manager 

for lending us the tools we needed. 

Well done Tommy, James and Callum for bringing 

your ideas into reality. 

Lest We Forget (to Recycle) 
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Our New Southcote Centres opened their doors on 1st September as part of a 

ground breaking initiative between Philip Southcote, Surrey County Council and the 

host schools to our Southcote Centres, Kings International College in Camberley and 

Chertsey High School. 

July and August were spent moving and building furniture and planning our bespoke 

curriculum, while teams of builders, carpenters and plumbers transformed spaces in 

our hosts schools into our Southcote Centres. 

We have welcomed our first 16 pupils and are so proud of their hard work and 

enthusiasm for everything that our Centre staff have offered them in our timetabled 

curriculum and our additional trips and visits. 

Both host schools, Kings and Chertsey High, have been incredibly welcoming and 

there is fantastic collaboration between the host schools and Centres.  

Pupils from both centres have enjoyed joining with pupils in main school for trips to 

the panto, Marwell Zoo and especially for Christmas Lunch. 

Expanding our Southcote Community… 
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News from our Sixth Form... 

6th Form Independent Living activities 

Pathway 2 and 3 have been learning about a person’s rights 

and responsibilities during their Independent Living 

lessons.  As part of their learning students researched who 

could support them with their problems and had a visit from 

a volunteer at a local Citizen’s Advice Bureau.  Pathway 3 

visited Addlestone train station to find how help can be 

accessed when travelling by train. 

Developing Communication Skills 

Pathway 1 have been doing Developing Communication Skills this term with a focus 

on listening, responding to others, sharing ideas and giving personal information. 

Students have created mind maps with personal details, identified different types of 

communication, matching images and labels, discussed their feelings and used 

emojis and colours to represent their feelings, and created PowerPoints about their 

Favourite Things, using suitable words and images. 

Non-fiction and fiction texts 

Pathway 2-4 have been working between Entry Level 2-GCSE and have been 

identifying types of non-fiction and fiction texts. They have studied a range of 

resources and used a variety of different materials, such as newspapers, magazines, 

letters, leaflets, flyers, reviews, diaries and books. They have looked at images, real-

life materials, and answered questions orally and in writing (differentiated according 

to level by task) about different source materials. Students have written in their 

exercise books, used PowerPoint/Word and have watched video clips from sources 

such as Newsround and online newspapers to underpin their learning... 

Family Day 

In Family Day, we have focused on cooking and shopping in the community and 

have produced sandwiches, wraps, pitta pizzas, baked potatoes and burgers so far 

this term. 

Shania joined us in Year 9 at our Southcote Centre at Kings in 

Camberley in November and has already been amazing us with 

her fantastic skills in gymnastics, dance and PE. 

She was very excited to share with us the following news: 

“I went to Woking Gymnastics Club on 4th December for a 

competition. I did my routines. I had Christmas music in my floor 

routine. I came third in the South East Gymnastics and won a 

medal” 

Well done Shania – we are all very proud of your achievements. 

Shania’s Success’ 
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How are they doing now…? 

We are always so pleased to hear from our past pupils and are happy to share with 

you news on recent leavers. 

Charlie completed 5 years with us and left Year 11 in June. He is following Level 2 

Sports at College. He continues to thrive in his rugby career and has gained a 

number of man of the match awards.  

Jon who left in June is at Brooklands College doing the Entry 3 course in Preparation 

for Employment. He also works 3 days a week in Poundland in Chertsey. 

Nathan who also left this year from year 11, is at MCA in Maidenhead on the Level 1 

course in Sports. He is now independently travelling by bus to and from college. 

Kai completed year 11 in June and is now at Brooklands College and will begin the 

Level 3 course in Public Service in September 2022. He also works part time in a café 

in Egham. 

Tiffany is also a June Year 11 leaver and is at the Ashford campus of Brooklands 

College doing Level 1 Hair and Beauty. She works part time at Thorpe Park. 

Jo Wilke left our 6th Form this summer and is studying Independent Living at NESCOT 

college in Epsom, travelling independently by bus. 

Roseanne completed year 14 in our 6th Form and is currently volunteering in a café 

We are very proud of the members of staff who took part in a Race for Life Pretty 

Muddy event to raise funds for Cancer Research UK. Their efforts raised almost 

£5000!! Congratulations to them all, for their fundraising efforts and for their resilience 

and determination to complete the very muddy and challenging  course! 

Race for Life! 
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7C recently went on a boat trip on 

the River Thames. 

Imani wrote about the trip that she 

went on recently… “The view from 

the boat was amazing. Lucy our 

captain was really kind and they 

were really friendly and gave us 

tea and biscuits. They made me 

feel really comfortable on the 

boat and it was really fun.” 

7C Living their ‘boat’ life 

Our PFA are always looking at how to raise funds to support our school and one of 

these is by taking part in the Bags2School scheme. We ask you to send into school 

items of clothing, bags etc which are reusable but that you no longer need. These 

are then collected and weighed and the PFA get money in return for the weight of 

the bags. 

Our next collection date is Friday 25th February 2022. 

 

Did you know that at the same time as doing your shopping online, you can also be 

helping to support the PFA raising funds for school? 

* Shop via AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1180299-0, and Amazon 

donates to our PFA, at no extra cost to you! If you shop via the App go to 

“Programmes and Features” in your App’s menu to activate AmazonSmile online. 

* Please also sign up to Easyfundraising & raise FREE donations every time you shop 

online with over 6,000 retailers (e.g. John Lewis, Argos, Uswitch, eBay and many 

more). Plus once you’ve signed up and raised £15 in donations, Easyfundraising will 

give us an extra £15 bonus donation! 

Sign up to support us here:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/ZGQFCT/ (enter Southcote Parents and 

PFA News 
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“Making fire was such a cool experience. We learnt the safety of making fire and 

how to keep safe while making the fire. Learnt how to use the flints. My best part 

about being there was making fire and eating popcorn and having fun while we ate 

it.  

We enjoyed using the flint to make sparks and watching the sparks whisk up into the 

air. We were all a little bit scared to make it but as soon as we did it we were happy. 

Freddie made the first spark and soon enough we all caught up. Also we were given 

cotton wool because we all struggled to make fire with nothing so we set off cotton 

wool to see who was the first one to burn.” ( by George and Freddie) 

Southcote Centre Chertsey enjoy an Outdoor Learning lesson 

Our PFA held our Festive Fiesta in the last week of term and due to your generosity 

they have been able to raise an enormous £1,400!! 

Many friends and families attended the event and enjoyed having a go on the 

tombola stalls, hoping for the luck Grand Raffle ticket, trying their luck on the name 

the gingerbread house or just enjoying a coffee while they browsed the stalls. 

Thank you to all of you who bought raffle tickets or attended the event, and a huge 

thank you to all the PFA for your efforts throughout the year to raise funds to support 

our school. 

Amazing Festive Fiesta! 
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In November, Year 7 pupils from main school Philip Southcote and our two Southcote 

Centres joined together on a trip to Marwell Zoo. As part of their English lessons, they 

have been looking at non fiction books and using them to research different animals 

you might see in a zoo. It was a fantastic opportunity to see our combined year 7’s 

all together. We enjoyed walking around the different areas of the zoo, seeing the 

animals and meeting the zoo guides who told us about the animals 

Our Southcote Centre Chertsey pupils wrote “We walked to Philip Southcote School 

to get the minibus. We felt excited to see the animals at the zoo but nervous about 

going in the minibus with the other children. We stopped at Kings International 

College to pick up the children from the other Southcote Centre. 

When we arrived at the zoo the first animals we saw were the penguins, zebras and 

flamingos. We then went to see the 5 female giraffes. Two of them were licking the 

windows! The male giraffe had died at only 9 years old and we saw his skeleton. The 

zoo is  planning to get another male giraffe soon. 

We really wanted to see the Amur tiger but he was hiding and we could only see his 

tail. Our favourite animals were the Amur tiger, snow leopard and penguins. We saw 

the funny meerkats, they were keeping warm stood up under the heater! 

Let’s all go to the zoo! 

Last month, we went on a school trip to the zoo with main school year 7 and 

Chertsey Southcote centre. It was great we saw some flamingo, giraffes and 

penguins but one animal called a leaf cutter ant caught my eye because of what 

they would do. They would cut leaves and bring them back to their nest and they 

would walk in a formation. We only saw a tail of the loin but it was still cool we also 

saw the penguins, two of them were really funny. We also saw a snow leopard. (by 

Jayden) 

 

Our Brilli-ANT School Trip 
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Some of our pupils have been enjoying Quest horse riding at Laris farm in Chobham 

every Tuesday. Quest is a charity which enables children, adults, and volunteers to 

have the opportunity to experience enjoyment and to achieve personal goals 

through participation in sporting and therapeutic equestrian programmes.  

It helps the students with: communication, confidence, enjoyment, relationships, 

physical improvement and horsemanship. 

We have a group of 4 - year 8 students, who rotate every 6 weeks.  The riding session 

lasts 1 hour each week. Within these 6 weeks- they learn the basic commands for 

riding, the names of equipment needed to ride, and how to correctly get on/ off a 

horse. Pupils ride the horse around the farm, and the trail in the woods.  

Our pupils have participated at horse grooming. This included cleaning/ changing 

shoes, brushing the horses, and learning about the care needed to look after the 

horses/ care of the stables.  

At the end of the 6 weeks the students each receive their rosette and level 1 badge. 

Each pupil has thoroughly enjoyed themselves, seeing their confidence grow and 

feel proud of learning new skills. They have learnt to trust and build a bond with their 

horse. 

Horse Riding 

A success in our 6th Form, combining the workplace with 6th Form learning 

Max is very excited to share his news that he is now working for ULS & Sons who are a 

reliable transport company. They have a large range of vehicles from vans to 44 

tonne articulated trucks. Max goes to work with ULS one day a week and his main 

role is checking/inspects trucks for fuel, tyres, indicators, horn etc… basically to make 

sure all is working before the next delivery. 

He has also been taking part in the GASP motor vehicle project in school and 

attending one day at Nescott College. 

Combining working and learning 
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On 1st December we took 3 coaches of pupils to the Theatre Royal in Windsor to see 

the Jack and the Beanstalk panto. We are so grateful to the Berkshire Freemasons 

who were incredibly generous in gifting us over 170 tickets for pupils and staff. It was 

purely as a result of their kindness to our school that we were able to enjoy a fun 

afternoon together. After all the restrictions and stresses due to COVID, it was a 

fabulous scene to look over the many rows of pupils 

and staff all laughing and singing together. 

In the photo is Anthony Howlett-Bolton OBE the 

Provincial Grand Master of Berkshire Freemasons and 

his Deputy, Peter Sands, along with Santa, Laura from 

our 6th form and Mrs Rome. 

It’s Behind You! 

Being fuel efficient… 

An extensive project was completed this term which saw a new heating system 

being installed throughout the main school. These are  far more energy efficient than 

our old heaters. We are now benefitting from this project being completed in time for 

the colder months. 

Expanding Science… 

The new Autumn term saw pupils in the main school being able to take part in 

Science lessons in two fully equipped Science Rooms. Our existing Science Room 

saw new flooring installed, while a previously general classroom was transformed by 

Tom Chambers, Premises Manager, into a second, fully functioning Science Room. 

These facilities will enable all our young people to experience a fully interactive 

science curriculum.  

Updates from the Premises Department... 

Joining the Southcote Centre… 

“I have liked being in the Southcote Centre. The centre teacher, Mrs Riches is nice 

and the LSA’s help me. The teachers in main school Kings are nice too. My favourite 

bit of this term has been P.E with the teacher at Kings called Miss McCarthy. I have 

enjoyed making friends with Jayden, Jack , Liam, Shania, Zander, Jasmine and Ruby . 

The lessons in the Centre and the school have been fun.” (by Lorna) 


