
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Protocol for Bad Weather 
 

Philip Southcote School are committed, and make every effort to, keep the school open and do understand the 

frustration and difficulties that it causes in everyone’s busy lives for the children to be at home unexpectedly.  

However the overriding factor in our decision making is the health and safety of the children, including their emotional 

health and well-being.  

 

The issues we take into consideration are:  

 

 The snow on the access road and the fact that we are unable to treat this; it becomes treacherous very quickly both for 

vehicles and on foot 

 The size of our catchment area, therefore the length of the journeys that our children undertake and the impact that 

significant snowfall will have on these 

 The volume of traffic on the roads, and the difficulties that our children and transport staff would have (health, 

warmth, challenging behavior, sustenance, mental health, etc) if they were stuck in significant delays.  This can affect 

the children in the longer term with their perception of school transport 

 Transport often needs to negotiate the most difficult untreated roads to make their pick-ups, which adds to the risks 

faced by the children already on the bus 

 The Met Office forecast for the whole day in terms of further snowfall and the conditions worsening 

 The advice being given by the Surrey County Health and Safety Officer 

 Whether enough staff will be able to be in school for the pupils when they arrive; many staff travel a long way to 

work.   

 

These issues are far more complex than those faced by mainstream schools, and therefore Philip Southcote School may 

need to close or partially close whilst mainstream schools and in some cases other special schools can stay open. If we 

have significant snowfall which severely affects the transport systems or predicted significant snowfall, it is highly 

likely that we will be closed /partially closed.  

 

In order to keep you informed of the school’s position if the forecast is for snow or there is significant snow on the 

ground or it is snowing heavily in the evening or morning:  

 

 Please check your mobile as we will use the school texting service (please ensure that we hold the most up to date 

contact details for you)  

 Check the school website www.philipsouthcoteschool.co.uk  

 Check the Surrey website www.surreycc.gov.uk  

 Listen to Eagle Radio on 96.4FM 

http://www.philipsouthcoteschool.co.uk/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/

