
ϭ 

Spring Term  - 31st March 2022 

Spring Newsletter 2022 

We come to the end of another busy term in the 

Philip Southcote community, one which began in 

the dark, cold, grey days in January and is thankfully 

closing with the very welcome appearance of 

sunnier weather!  

 

We have continued to juggle the timetable to keep 

our classes open, despite staff and pupil illnesses, 

across all 4 Southcote sites. Many thanks must be 

given to staff who have covered lessons for absent 

colleagues, to pupils who have successfully 

managed changes to their lessons and to you as 

parents, who have continued with the LFT testing 

throughout. 

 

As you will see in our newsletter, our 6th Form 

students continue to thrive both in their new building 

and in going out into the local community. 

 

Our two Southcote Centres have represented Philip 

Southcote at the Runnymede Sportability Festival 

and they share news of their day in this newsletter.  

 

We hope that you enjoy reading about all the great 

things taking place in our school community. 

 

We wish you all a very restful and safe Easter holiday 

and we look forward to welcoming all our young 

people, in all 4 Southcote sites, back to school on 

Tuesday 19th April. 

Contact us on:  
01932 562326 

 

Email us at: 

info@philip-southcote.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Visit our website:  
www.philipsouthcoteschool.co.uk 
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On 17th March both our Southcote Centres, Kings and Chertsey, took part in the 
Runnymede Sportability Festival. This was an opportunity for pupils of all abilities to try 
different sports. It was fantastic to see our young people taking part in judo, boxing, 
boccia, cage cricket, inclusive dance, wheelchair basketball and rugby.  

The Festival took place in the spectacular sports hall, astro pitches and courts at 
Royal Holloway University, Egham and we were blessed with a gloriously sunny day. 

Some of our young people would like to share with you their reflections of the day:  

“On Thursday we went to the Royal Holloway University and could try lots of sports. 
My favourite sport was wheelchair basketball and the hardest was rugby. I didn’t 
really like the dance but I still gave it a go. The day was really fun and I can’t wait to 
go again next year.” (Jayden P, Year 7, Southcote Centre, Kings) 

“We went on the mini bus to the university. It was great because we could try lots of 
different sports like wheelchair basketball and judo. I really liked the wheelchair 
basketball but it was hard to score a basket. There were lots of other schools there 
too. Judo was fun, I worked with Lorna.” (Jack, Year 7 Southcote Centre, Kings) 

“On Thursday we went to a sports day at Royal Holloway University. We got to try lots 
of different sports like boxing, judo and wheelchair basketball. I don’t normally like 
sport but I did enjoy the wheelchair basketball. It was fun to have a school trip and 
meet up with the pupils from Southcote Centre, Chertsey.” (Lorna, Year 7, Southcote 
Centre, Kings) 

Sportability 
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“I went to the Runnymede Sportability Festival on Thursday 17th March 2022.  It was 
about trying different sports. Everyone went from Southcote Centre, Chertsey and 
Southcote Centre, Kings. 

In the morning we went on the minibus for 20 minutes. I sat next to Josh. When we 
got off the minibus, we walked onto the grass and put our bags on the chairs. Our 
first activity was cage cricket, it was fun. The second activity was wheelchair 
basketball, it was very fun, even better than cage cricket. After that, we did Boccia 
followed by Judo it was fun. 

We had lunch sat on the grass. I had a tuna sandwich, ready salted crisps and an 
orange. Both Southcote Centres sat together to eat lunch. After lunch, we had 
boxing. It was fun. Boxing was followed by dance and tennis. Then after the Festival 
we went into the minibus, I fell asleep! I liked the festival. It was a hot day. My 
favourite part was wheelchair basketball because it was my first time in a 
wheelchair.” 

(Lucie, Year 7, Southcote Centre, Chertsey) 

Sportability (continued) 
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Pathway 1 Bus Trip to Woking 

Pathway 1 enjoyed a trip on public transport to Woking town centre, as part of their 
Personal Progress qualification. All students had to speak to the bus driver to ask for 
their tickets. Once they arrived in Woking they visited a café. They had a lovely day 
out and didn’t let the non-stop rain dampen our spirits! 

News from Sixth Form... 

Pathway 4 Trip to the Bank 

Pathway 4 visited The Metro Bank in Staines as part of their learning for their NOCN 
qualification.  We wanted to find out about the process for opening a bank account 
and were lucky enough to be given a tour around the bank vault! 

Looking ahead to the Workplace 

In March, 15 students from 6th Form attended the Apprenticeship Show at Sandown 
Racecourse, Esher.  We are working with our colleagues at Mencap who will start to 
work with two students looking at beginning an apprenticeship. We spoke to 
representatives from lots of different places of work, including the Royal Mail, the 
Army, the Police, the NHS and Pets at Home. 
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Max has been doing work experience at ULS & Sons since November 2021. He will be 
employed by them when he leaves us in July 2022. They 
have started to give him more responsibility now in 
preparation… 

Josh P is working one day a week at Ongar Primary 
Addlestone. 

Morium is working one day a week in Oxfam in Addlestone 

Natasha helps at the reception desk in 6th Form. 

Sixth Form on Work Experience 

Zander, Year 10 at Southcote Centre, Kings, has been on 
Work Experience placement to Yateley Library. He spent a 
week working in the main library with members of the 
public. He worked with a the local mother and toddler 
group for their story time and a group of pupils from Yateley 
Secondary school, as this is also their school library. He 
learnt how to sort books and put them back on shelves and 
was congratulated on his politeness and eagerness to learn 
new skills. Well done Zander! 

Learning about going to work 
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In Wool Work Craft Club, pupils learn how to be creative with wool, learning cutting 
skills and using their fine motor skills. They also experimented with different ideas on 
how we can turn wool and pom poms into funny little creatures, which included the 
Greedy Caterpillar. 

Wool Work Club 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated clothes for our 

Bags2School collection. February’s collection made £136!! 

The next collection is Thursday 23rd June. 

Bags2School  

Our main school have enjoyed using the outdoor gym, 

equipment, often used at break times and incorporated in 

their PE lessons. Both Southcote Centres have been excited to 

see the recent installation of outdoor gym equipment, with 

our young people already setting themselves targets for 

improving their fitness. 

Being a Healthy School...  
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We currently have a refurbishment project taking place in both the boys and girls 
toilets by the hall in the main school. By removing the unused shower cubicles, we 
have been able to design a better facility for our young people.  

We also have an extensive refurbishment of the old 6th Form building currently taking 
place. More news on this exciting development next term… 

Our Premises team have been busy installing sensory rooms in both Southcote 
Centres this term. These facilities have already provided much needed quiet, 
reflective spaces for our young people. 

We have installed a camera to the willow tree in El Bosque. This is giving us an insight 
into the wildlife who visit the Outdoor Learning area.  

News from our Premises Department 

Mrs Afana, Assistant Head, Southcote Centres, was delighted to be at Southcote 

Centre, Kings when the older pupils were in their Food Tech lessons cooking 

crepes. Here she is enjoying a ham and cheese crepe.  

Crepes 
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